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Iron Circus Comics is Chicago’s largest alternative comics publisher. Owned and operated by cartoonist C. Spike Trotman, it is dedicated to publishing strange and amazing comics, amplifying unheard and unique voices, and giving creators a fair deal. ICC pioneered the widely-used Kickstarter anthology bonus model that's since reshaped the compensation system of the small press, jump-starting the current renaissance of alt-comics anthologies. ICC is the first comics publisher of note to fully incorporate crowdfunding into its business model, netting over $1,800,000 on Kickstarter to date for its slate of new work from emerging talent in the comics field. 





The company was founded in 2007 to publish the print edition of Spike’s webcomic, Templar, Arizona.  After this early success, ICC has revitalized the small press world with boundary-pushing anthologies like The Sleep of Reason and New World, as well as creator-owned works like EK Weaver’s The Less Than Epic Adventures of TJ and Amal and Melanie Gillman’s As the Crow Flies.





Distributed to the trade by Consortium, a division of Ingram Publisher Services, Iron Circus’s slate perennially exemplifies its commitment to offbeat, different, and thought-provoking comics.








NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS �


Raised over $1,800,000 through crowd-funding to date


Multiple Eisner, Harvey, Lambda, and Dwayne McDuffie award-nominees and winners


Titles netted five-figure unit sales before major trade distribution


Inclusive, diverse, unusual books


Independent, single-owner publisher with multiple starred reviews in major trade publications








NOTABLE RELEASES� 


The Less Than Epic Adventures of TJ and Amal by E.K. Weaver (2015) — Eisner Award nomination, winner of the Harvey Award and Lambda Award 


Poorcraft by C. Spike Trotman and Diana Nock (2015) — Over 16,000 copies sold without major distribution


As the Crow Flies, by Melanie Gillman (2017) — Three starred reviews (School Library Journal, Booklist, Publishers Weekly), One of the best LGBT Novels of 2017 (The Advocate), Stonewall Book Award (2018)


Yes, Roya by C. Spike Trotman and Emilee Denich (2017) — Multi-category bestseller on Amazon


 Banned Book Club, By Ryan Estrada, Hyun-Sook Kim, and Hyung-Ju Ko (2020) — Amazon bestseller, three starred reviews (School Library Journal, Booklist, Publishers Weekly), 8,000 copies sold first month of release, Junior Library Guild Selection


The Complete Penultimate Quest, by Lars Brown, Bex Glendining, and John Katz (2020) — Two starred reviews (School Library Journal, Booklist)








BIOGRAPHY


C. Spike Trotman was born in Washington, D.C., raised in Maryland, and lives in Illinois. An artist and writer, she founded Iron Circus Comics in 2007, which has since grown to become the region's largest comics publisher. Her best-known work includes the webcomic Templar, Arizona, the Smut Peddler series of erotic comic anthologies, and Poorcraft, a graphic novel guide to frugal living. 








PRAISE FOR IRON CIRCUS COMICS





“C. Spike Trotman is a force in the world of independent comics.” — CHICAGO TRIBUNE





"A leader in creating a more inclusive environment for comic readers." — PASTE MAGAZINE�


“A solid publishing house that has set the standards for most new small presses.” — NERDOPHILE





“The home of great, sex-driven stories from female creators, across a wide variety of genres, genders, and sexualities.” — i09


 �“Trotman’s strategies are too successful to be ignored, and her business is one of the best examples of how the industry must change to survive.” — A.V. CLUB





"C. Spike Trotman has had no trouble speaking up on what she wants." — NPR





“Spike is not only an absurdly talented artist and storyteller, she’s also a hardcore businesswoman who constantly shares advice and supports other webcomickers." — WOMEN WRITE ABOUT COMICS





